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1 4. 1. 


At the Anniverſary Meeting of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Goſpel in 
Foreign Parts, Febr. 15, 17 39-40. 


Greed, That the Thanks of the 
SoCcIlETy be given to the Right 


Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Glcefter, 

for his Sermon Preached this Day before 
the Socit Ty; and that his Lordſhip be 
deſired to Print the _ 


Philip hure, Secretary 


MALACHI I. I1. 


From the riſing of the fun even unto the go- 
ing down of the ſame, my Name ſpall be 


great among the Gentiles ; and in every 


place Incenſe ſpall be offered unto my 
Mae, and a pure offering: for my. 


| IVame ſhall be great among the Heathen, | 
faith the Lord of — 


HE Prophet in this Verſe points out at 
once, the Univerſality of the Deſign of 
the Goſpel; which was to enlighten, as 

the Sun doth, every Place: The Progreſs 
of its Courſe ; Which was to be the fame as that of 
the Sun, from Faſt to Weſt: The Purity of its 
Doctrine; That the Incenſe, which was in every 
Place to be offered, ſhould be a Pure Offering: And 
the Wonderfulneſs of its Succeſs; That the Name 
of God ſhould be Great among thoſe who were the 
moſt ignorant of it, among the Gentiles and the 
Heathen, 
In Judah only before this 1 WAS God known, and 


great was bis Name in Iſrael*, But his Saluation 


was now to be prepared before the Jace of all people ; 
A-3 


and 


Pal iz ©; 


— ——— — 
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and That was to become 4 light to lighten the Gen. 
tiles, which was before the ger, of 515 people Iſrael b 
only. 

Great Part of the Prophecy o the Text has by 
the Providence of God been already fulfilled. And 
as ſurely as Part has been verified, the Whole ſhall 
be accompliſhed in his good time, But Men are 
not to fit idly and unconcernedly waiting for this, 
under pretence that they will leave all to the WiC. 
dom and Power of God. He intended his Pre- 
dictions to be accompliſhed by the Agency of Men, 
And happy are thoſe Men, who make themſelves 
Inſtruments and Agents in effecting what Provi- 
dence hath deſigned ; who ſhare in the Work, that 
they may ſhare in the Rewards of it. They who 
neglect or obſtruct it, each in their degree, attempt 
to defeat the Purpoſes of Heaven. And tho the 
counſel of God ſhall land ©, without their Aid, and 
in ſpight of their Oppoſition ; yet let them confi- 
der, what Rewards they deprive themſelves of, by 
not co-operating with, and what Puniſhments they 
ſubject themſelves to, by withſtanding the Schemes 
of Providence. 

It is probable from the Interpretation of Pro- 
phecies, that the Time when he filne/s of the Gen- 

tiles ſhall come in d, is drawing near. But let that 
| be ever ſo uncertain ; this at leaſt is certain and 
clear, that till their Converſion is fully accompliſh- 

es ed, 


v Luke ii. 31, 32, 33. Prov. xix. 21. * Rom, xi. 25: 


Wo As — — Dat; — ep * 
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ed, Men are never to ceaſe their Endeavours to 
forward it. 


And Firft, As the Chriſtian Religion is calcula- 
ted for the general and univerſal Benefit of all 


Mankind; it is the Duty of all Men to commu- 


nicate and ſpread the Knowledge of it. 
But Secondly, This may become the Duty of 


ſome Men more particularly; as they have greater 


Opportunity, or are under more eſpecial Obligati- 
ons, to ſpread it in ſome particularParts of the Earth, 


Fin, As the Knowledge of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion! is for the general Benefit, it was therefore 
the Intention of Providence that it ſhould be uni- 
verſally publiſhed: And it being the Intereſt of all 


Men, to have it communicated to them, it is there- 


fore the Duty of all Men, both out of a Principle of 
Obedience and Gratitude to God, and Good-Will to 
their Brethren, to communicate it to as many's as 


as n they can. 


That the Goſpel was deſigned to be Univerſal, 


and that our Saviour accordingly commanded his 


| Diſciples to teach it every where, None who is 


the leaſt acquainted with the Scriptures can be ig- 


norant. The firſt Notices given concerning our 


bleſſed Lord intimate, what the Prophet T/aiah © 
expreſſes, That He was to be a Aber fo the Gentiles, 


© Iſaiah xlix. 6, 


and 
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* for ſalvation unto the ends of the Earth : And 
the laſt Inſtruction which Himſelf gave to his 
Diſciples was, Go ye into all the World, and preach 
the Goſpel to every creature*, And that it is the 
Intereſt of every Man to have it preached to him, 
no Man who is at all acquainted with the Doctrines 
of it can deny. For the Goſpel of Chriſt is a 

more rational Rule of Private Life, and ſurer Sup- 
port of Publick Society, not only than all the An- 
cient Philoſophers and Lawgivers could ever con- 
trive: But than all the Modern Unbelievers, having 

Their Aſſiſtance, and that of the Goſpel too which 
they are blaſpheming, have pretended by their own 
Sagacity to invent and diſcover. 

The Knowledge and Belief of a Fulnce State of 
Recompence is fo neceſſary to make us happy and 
eaſy in ourſelves, and to make us behave innocent- 
ly and beneficially to others, that if the Goſpel 
had brought this one Article only to clear and 

univerſal Light, this alone would evidence its Uſe- 
fulneſs in the higheſt Degree. To ſay that it did 
not do this, is to diſpute againſt Fact. And to 
argue whether Men might not have clearly 5 
covered the ſame Thing by their own Reaſon, 
to diſcover nothing but how prone we are to men. 
titude, Impiety, and Impertinence. 
Men were, indeed, ſo far from clearly diſcover- 
ing this End of their pes that the very firſt Foun- 
dation 
Matth. xvi. 15. 
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dation and Ground of all true Faith was wrong 
laid. If the Generality were not Atheiſts, they 
were certainly Polytheiſts. And what was the 


Multitude of their Gods? Either the loweſt of 


animated, or meaneſt even of inanimate Things, or 
Beings framed merely out of their own Imaginati- 
ons; or wicked Men, to whom more deteſtable 
Actions, if poſſible, were aſcribed after their Deaths, 
than in their Lives they had been guilty of. And 
the Worſhip was ſuited to the Deity: the Ceremo- 
nies were as vile as the Gods themſelves. And the 
learned and polite Athenians, and the wiſe and pow- 
erful Romans, honoured Stocks and Stones with as 
abject a Superſtition, as the obſcureſt and moſt il- 
literate Nations of the Earth, While their Gods 
were ſuch, what their own Behaviour would be is 
eaſy to gueſs. For the Morality of every People 
will be always of a Piece with their Theology. 
Nou the Chriſtian Religion on the contrary not 
only teaches what is reaſonable in Theory, but 
uſeful in Practice. The Scripture is full of the 
molt beneficial Inſtructions to Princes and Subjects, 
Magiſtr ates and Private Perſons, Parents and Chil- 
_ dren, Maſters and Servants ; delivered in fo plain a 
Manner, that the meaneſt may underſtand them, 
and yet with ſuch Authority that the Higheſt muſt 
attend to them. Nor is Chriſtianity leſs conducive 
to the inward Peace of every fingle Perſon, than 
the outward good Order of Society, For let 


2 = ſuch 
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ſuch as deny this only anſwer, Is it no Bondage to 
lead a Life in perpetual Doubt, and to be always 
under the Fear of Death? Is it no Freedom to be 
free from all the Terrors of this World, and no 


Happineſs to have the eternal Happineſs of the 
next revealed, and at the ſame Time ſecured to 
us ? 
Theſe Matters every ones Experience will ſatiſ- 
fy him in. And if Evidence from Facts be deſired 
for the more publick Benefits of the Goſpel: Let 
us conſider the State of thoſe Nations, who once 
| Knew it and now have loſt that Knowledge. And 
whether we view the Cities ſo famous for their 
Churches in Aja, or thoſe which were ſo flouriſh- 
ing, as long as Chriſtianity flouriſhed, in Africa: 
Will there not the greateſt Difference appear be- 
tween Places enjoying the Benefits of Chriſtianity 
and Places deprived of them? Where- ever the Goſ- 
pel hath been received and eſtabliſned by Law, 
Temporal Improvements have come in and con- 
tinued with it. Where-ever it hath been taught 
and practiſed in the greateſt Purity, thoſe Countries 


have juſt in Proportion enjoyed the greateſt Proſpe- 


rity. And every Kingdom and People, in the ſame 

Degree that they have deviated from this Purity, 

have declined in worldly Happineſs, and both do- 

meſtick and foreign Evils have laid hold upon them. 
This the Experience of Seventeen Centuries hath 

conſtantly been ſhewing; But what need we look 5 
| . 
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to 0 paſt Times or diſtant Places for Evidence of this? 


Do we not ſee at preſent and feel at Home, that 
as the Belief of Chriſtianity has leſſened, Vices and 
Miſchiefs of all Kinds have increaſed, and Evils 
Spiritual and Temporal have flowed 1 in upon us to- 
gether? 

The Doctrines and Precepts of Chriſtianity 


therefore appear to be of ſuch Importance to the 


Welfare of Mankind, that were there no other 
Evidence for them, or Recommendation of them 


at all, however little Senſe a Man might have of 


Religion, he ſhould be induſtrious to propagate 


them merely out of a FOR: of common Hu- 


manity. 

And what ſhall we think then of thoſe Men, 
who would paſs themſelves upon the World for 
being wiſer and honeſter too than all others, and 


are very angry if every Body will not own them 
to be ſuch; whoſe monſtrous Endeavour it is, the 
Bent of their miſerable Thoughts, and the reſt- 
leſs Employment of their wretched Lives, to hin- 
der this Light from ſpreading, and to extinguiſh 
it where-ever it is already ſpread ; who are at the 
Pains and Expence to fend Treatiſes even into 
America, to prove that all Religion is a Political 


Cheat, contriv'd to deceive Men into being juſt and 
good; that if they are ever fo virtuous, there is 


no God to reward them hereafter, or if ever ſo 


wicked, none to puniſh them? 


B It 
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It could not be expected indeed, that Perſons 
who are ridiculing Chriſtianity at Home, ſhould 
labour to propagate it Abroad, But to find them 
labouring and making Contributions to deſtroy it, 
and extending their Zeal for that Purpoſe to the 


remoteſt Parts of the World, this is very ſurpri— 


ſing, and muſt be, contradictory to their own 


Principles; if they have any, benevolent to Man- 


kind. For were we but wiſe enough to conſider only 


the Advantage of our Trade in America, yet for 
the Sake of That we ſhould take care to propa- 


gate the Chriſtian Revelation ; which teaches In-. 
duſtry, Honeſty, Sobriety, Temperance, Fruga- 


lity; which enjoins all thoſe Virtues that make 
Commerce gainful, and prohibits all thoſe Vices 
that bring Poverty in their Rear. 


But how wrongly, or how little ſoever others 


will think; no Man who conſiders himſelf as 9 


Chriſtian, (and ſuch we all at leaſt are willing to 


be called) needs any farther Conſideration than 


that alone to reſolve himſelf, whether it be uſeful. 


to others to. be inſtructed in the Goſpel, or whe- 


ther it be his own Duty to inſtruct them in it. 

This Nation was once Part of the Heathen 
World. We ourſekves were ſometime darkneſs, ths 
NW wwe are light in the Lords, And we cannot 


walk as children of light, without endeavouring to 


communicate to others what we had the Happi- 
2 | | net: 
Eph. v. 8, 
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neſs of receiving ſo early ourſelves. We had in- 
deed the Misfortune to fall again into another 
Darkneſs, that of Popery. And this ſhould make 
us reflect with double Gratitude on the Goodneſs 
of God, who hath brought us into Light a ſecond 
Time; and inſpire us with double Zeal, both to 
have the Goſpel preached, and preached in its 


Purity. We have been diſtinguiſh'd by the Fa- 


vour of Heaven for a choſen generation, a peculiar 
people, die 1 171 time pajt 70 7 Not a people, but are 


now the people of God; which had not obtained 


mercy, but now have obtained mercy, And the 
Conſequence ought to be, what the Apoſtle tells us 


it was intended to be, That we ſhould ſhew forth 


the praiſes of him who hath called us out of dar "knefs 
into his marvellous light h. And how can we ex- 


preſs our Thankfulneſs better to him for the Mer. 
cies he hath conterred on us, than by labouring 


in Obedience to his Command, to make as many 
| others as we can Partakers of the fame! ? 


But, FI Beſides the general Obligations 
which we of this Nation are under to propagate 
the Goſpel, we are obliged to it particularly with 
reſpect to our Colonies in America, both on ac- 
count of the great Benefits we receive from them, 
and the great Opportunities we have of making 


this Recompence. 8 8 
A Beſides 
Pet. iis 0, 18. 
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Beſides many Iſlands, we have a hrge Con- 


tinent, extending from North to South above 
1600 Miles, including our New Settlement in 


Georgia; on all which Continent Indian Nations 
are bordering. The harveſt is undoubtedly great, 
and the labourers as certainly are fewi, We are 
under God the Lords of this harveſt, and it is our 
Duty therefore to /end labourers into it. We abun- 


dantly reap temporal things thence, and it is juſt 


therefore that we ſhould / ſpiritual things 
there. And we ſhould do this out of a Principle 
of Intereſt as well as Senſe of Duty, had we not 


ſuffer d the god of this world to blind our eyes l: and 


did not the God of Heaven judicially permit 
them to continue ſhut, that ſince we will look 


for nothing but worldly Adynntage, we may fail 


of ſeeing even that. 
The Charter, under which this Society acts, Was 


granted, To provide an Orthodox Clergy in our 


Plantations, Colonies and Fattories in America, 
where many want the Adminiſtration of God's 
Word and Sacraments, and ſeem to be abandoned to 
Atheiſm and Infidelity ; and for want of Inſtruictios, 


in true Religion are in Danger of being perverted 


by Romiſh Prieſts and Teſiats to their Superſtition. 


This was the Primary and Immediate Intention 


of the Charter. And one would think even they 


who make Gold their only Hop. ſhould merely 


from 
1 Matt: ix, 16. 1. Cor. ix. 11. 2. Cor. iv. 
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from Political Views perceive it to be a prudent In- 


tention. Do we imagine, that if theſe People 
have no Faith towards God, they will have any 
Fidelity to their King? If they loſe all Regard to 
right Behaviour in the common Relations of Life 
at Home, do we fancy they will retain ſtill a 
filial Reverence to their remote Mother-Country ? 


What Principle ſhall keep them dutiful Subjects 


to this Government, when they have thrown off 


all Principles of Duty whatever? Or were they 
to continue ſubject, how long would the Service 


of ſuch Wretches be worth having? But in rea- 


lity, if we do not take care to teach them true 


Religion, they will not long remain without being 


taught any Religion at all : They will become a 
Prey to Popery. And by that Means thoſe Peo- 


ple and Places will not be only loſt to this Coun- 
try, but gained to another; and inſtead of uſeful 


Supports, become molt dangerous Adverſaries to 


us, 


But though indeed we are all concerned in 


this Matter, yet the Trader is peculiarly ſo : be- 
cauſe Promoting true Religion, 1s Promoting, as 
already hath been obſerved to you, thoſe Virtues, 
without which Trade muſt ſink to nothing, and 
with which it muſt flouriſh and increaſe. Who- 
ever then receives any Advantages from theſe 
Plantations, (and all of us receive fome) ſhould 
in return contribute his Alliſtance to what the ge- 


neral 
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neral Welfare is ſo nearly concerned in. And 
They are obliged to contribute more largely, who 
cither poſſeſs Eſtates in thoſe Parts, or who by 
Trading thither are increaſing their Fortunes here. 

or whoſe Fortunes here have been raiſed by their 


7 Anceſtors by Means of the Trade thither. And 


how cheap and eaſy Aſſiſtance is the contributing 
a little Money, without any farther Pains or 


| Perils; ? 


But though the Religious Inſtruction 1 our 
own People was the Primary View of the Char- 


er; the Secondary Intention was, what muſt fol- 


low of courſe, the Propagating the Goſpel among 


the bordering Indians. And this ſeems the only 
probable, indeed the only poſſible, Way of effect- 
ing it, We muſt firſt introduce Civil Life and 


Arts among them, and make them Men before 


we can make them CHriſtians. 
Sometimes indeed we are told, they are very 
virtuous and good Men already, and that in- 


ſtructing them in Chriſtianity will only be . 
rupting the Simplicity of their Morals. But nei- 
ther have we (God be thanked) / learned Chriſt, 


nor do we jo teach him; nor have theſe Perſons 
tearned at all either what Chriſtianity or what 
Heatheniſm is. They obſerve indeed, that the 
Indians are free from ſeveral Vices, practiſed in ci- 


viliz'd Nations and Countries, that call themſelves 


Chriſtians. But no wonder if they are guilty 
* 2 | but 
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but little, or not at all, of what they have few or 


no Opportunities "OR Intemperance, Luxury, 
Avarice, Ambition. They are innocent in theſe 
Reſpects, for the ſame Reaſon that Brutes are: 
Not becauſe the oppoſite Virtues adorn them; for 


give them the Power, and we have Experience 


that they will ſhew but too fully that they want 


not the Will, to tranſgreſs in the utmoſt Degree. 


They have great need therefore of being inſtructed, 
in order to their being reformed. Commerce with 
them will open the Way to civilizing them, and 


that to publiſhing the Goſpel among them with 


| Succeſs. The Gift of Tongues is long ago ceaſed. 


Were we to ſpeak to them in Our Own, wW e ſhould 


he Barbarians to them as well as they to us: or 


could we ſpeak any one of Theirs ; yet as the 
Nations they conſiſt of are many and ſmall, and 

every one different both in Language and Cone. 
ment from the reſt, this could prove but of imall 


Effect. 


Such is the Caſe of the Indian Nations, and 


ery different from the Caſe of thoſe Heathens 


om the firſt Chriſtians converted. They were 
People before civilized, {peaking one Tongue, and 
under one Government, through a large Extent 


of Country. They were all indeed almoſt under 


one great Power, that of the Romans: fo that 
mere Was a mutual Communication from one 


Ex tre- 


Neri, 11. 
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ledge of the Goſpel was by this more _ ſpread 


through them all. 
And hence may be anſwer'd, in part at leaſt, 


a Queſtion ſometimes asked, Why there is not 


the ſame Progreſs made in the Converſion of this 
Part of the World now, as was 1n the other Parts 
by the firſt Teachers of Chriſtianity ? 


But it ought to be obſerved likewiſe, that as we 


have not at preſent the Power of working Mira- 


cles; tho! the Effect may be Sure without them, 


yet it muſt be much Slower. The Reaſon why 


we have not this Power now is, becauſe it is not 
now abſolutely neceſſary. Chriſtianity could not 


f have been introduced into the World without it: 


But being introduced, may be propagated by the 


ordinary Means, if Chriſtians will faithfully ap- 


, ply them. 


If we have not Miracles at preſent, we 9 


the Evidence of paſt Miracles, together with great 
Advantages which the firſt Preachers of Chriſtia- 
nity had not. We are Protected by the Civil 
Power, inſtead of being Perſecuted, as they were: 
We have Learning againſt Ignorance, and Know- 
ledge of Civil Life againſt Rudeneſs and Barbarity. 
Theſe Things give us indeed a great Superiority, 
bat ſtall require Time to produce their Effects. 


But there is a farther Anſwer yet to this Que- 


ſtion, which I am very ſorry can be given, and 


that 


Extremity of them to the other, and the Know. 
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that is, that there is not the ſame Purity of Mo- 
rals among us now, as was among the firſt Chri- 
ſtians. Our Behaviour which the Heathens ſce, 
is a ſtronger Prejudice againſt receiving our Faith, 
than all that they hear from our Miſſionaries is an 
Argument for it. And I had almoſt faid, Who can 
blame a Savage, that when he obſerves the Cruel- 
ty, the Treachery, the Lewdneſs, the Baſeneſs of 


one, who calls himſelf a Chriſtian he ſcorns to be 
called by the ſame Name, and become a Proſelyte 


to ſuch a Religion? If our Converſation were, as 
the Apoſtle exhorts, honeſt among the Gentiles, 
inſtead of ſpeaking againſt us, as they now do, as 


evil-doers, they would then by our good Works 


which they ſhould behold, glorify God." But, to our 
Shame it muſt be owned, inſtead of teaching them 
by our Practice Chriſtian Virtues, we have taught 


them Vices unknown to them before. By intro- 


ducing one of which alone, the Uſe of ſpirituous 
Liquors, partly for the Profit ariſing by the Sale of 


them, partly with Deſign to intoxicate, and then 


over-reach theſe poor Wretches; we have introdu- 
ced Diſeaſes which have deſtroyed great Multitudes 
of them : Some fay, even more than the Spaniards 
by all their Cruelties have done. 

We have, indecd, in eſtabliſhing our laſt Colo- 
ny ® there, propoſed to rectify ſome of theſe Things. 
And the Indians who come thither may expect to 
C he 
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be treated with Juſtice and Humanity. They will | 


be expoſed to no Attempts of taking away their 
Reaſon in order to deceive them: for the Liquors 
which anſwer this Purpoſe are there prohibited. 
They will ſee no African or other Slaves there, to 
make them fear a Deſign of enſlaving them too. 
And by Means of ſo much Humanity towards 
them, Chriſtianity will be likely to find an eaſier 


Entrance among them. 


When our Countrymen begun their Intercourſe 
with America, and a Colony from hence went to 
ſettle there, they declared their principal View to 


be, not that of Selfiſh and temporal Advantage, but 
 civilizing and converting the Natives. And had 
we been but half ſo active as Chriſtians to propa- 


gate our Faith, as we have been induſtrious as Men 


to improve our Fortunes in this Part of the World, 
our Religion had before this Time made a vaſt 


' Progreſs there. The abundance of the fea had been: 


dare and the forces of the Genttles had come is 
unto us. There are many always going into theſe 


Parts in order to get Wealth. And ſurely it is fit- 


ing that ſome ſhould be ſent upon a better Errand, 


But inſtead of Such, whom do we ſend to them? 
Our Felons and Convicts: Whom being too 


bad to be ſuffered to live here, we think however 
good enough for our Colonies; And do not reflect, 


that it might be expected, we ſhould treat our Re- 
ligior 


l BUF 
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ligion as kindly as we do our Criminals, and not 


drive it from us, as we ſeem to be doing, without 


preparing it a Retreat elſcwhere. 


It is a great Reproach to Chriſtianity, to ſee Men 


with ſo much Eagerneſs, and thro' fo many Ha- 
_ zards going to theſe Countries, in order to gain the 
Wealth that periſbeth, or ſending their Wealth thither 
in Hopes of having more in Return: And not in 
the leaſt concern'd to propagate Virtue and Religi- 
on there. They will compaſs Sea and Land to gain 


even a ſmall Matter, but out of great Gains they 


will not contribute one Farthing towards humani- 
zing and inſtructing theſe poor Wretches. Nay 


even they oppoſe the Inſtruction of Thoſe who are | 


the moſt ſerviceable to them, the African Slaves, 


upon a bare Suſpicion, leſt their being inſtructed in 


what regards their eternal Intereſt, ſhould preju- 
dice the little worldly Intereſts of their Maſters. It 
is hard to fay, whether the Wickedneſs or the Fol- 
ly of theſe Men is greater. They have been aſſu- 
red by the ableſt Lawyers, and particularly thoſe 


Two great Men, One of whom lately was, and 
the other now 1s, ſo deſervedly at the Head of 
chat Profeſſion, that the Law makes no Alteration 


in the outward State of theſe poor Creatures, on 


their becoming Chriſtians: And the meaneſt Di- 
vine is able to ſhew them, that the Goſpel makes 


none. Surely then it is not likely, that they ſhould 
make the worſe Servants for being taught to ſerve 


C2 „ faith- 


— — ho — — 
day — — gfe * 
to, TO 4 ne V 
oy 8 0 
. rn. — rr „— 1 
a — — = . - 


4 * 
r 
— * 45 2 


* — 4 
* E 
— TRL TIS 
Og 


4 
7 
1 2 

'} q 


. + S — 


a = 


— —— x . - — —ää—4ÿä — Pi 
— . * as T2 
22 CEE — - 
- 3 - — 2 * 
— — — om on 
LESS EO en - 2 
8 


20 


48 SERMON before the Society 


fxichfally and diligently from a Principle of 8 


ſcience. And ſince for our Advantage they are 
treated with ſo great Rigour in this World, we 
ought to take great Care to lay before chem the 


Proſpect of Reſt and Happineſs in another. This 
indeed we ſhould do not only in Compaſſion and 


common juſtice to them, but even out of Kind- 
neſs to ourſelves, to make them more willingly 
perſevere in a Servitude ſo painful to them, and ſo 
beneficial to us. 

Upon theſe Conſiderations, this Society has not 
only ſent Miniſters to inſtruct the Planters, and 
Schoot-Maſters to inſtruct their Children; but Cate- 


chiſts alſo to inſtruct the Heathen Slaves, if their 


Chriſtian Maſters will but allow them. to be in- 
ſtructed. 


But the Zeal of the Superſtitious, as well as the 
Diligence of the Coverous, might ſhame Us into be- 


ing zealous alſo, for the Propagation of our Reli- 
gion. The Romaniſts are indefatigable in ſpread- 


ing every where the falſe and pernicious Doctrines 


of their Church. And why ſhould we be remiſs in 
oppoſing to them the true and beneficial ones of 
ours; Is it Proteſtantiſin to be taken up about what 


concerns our. temporal Intereſts only, and uncon- 
cerned about what relates 70 the one thing needful? * 


The Principle on which our Deliverance from Po- 
ery begun, and on n which on!. 7 it can ſtand ſecure, 


Was 
7 Luke > oF 42, 


a the Protection the Goa 


was was Reſtoring and Promoting Primitive Chriſtiani- 
ty in the World. And how did the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians behave in propagating this Faith? They 
went into. the moſt diſtant Countries, thro' the 
greateſt Per ils, with the Views of no worldly Ad- 
vantages, nay. on the contrary with the Proſpect of 

the greateſt worldly Sufferings, to fulfil the Com- 
mands of their bleſſed Maſter, and teach Mankind 
the Doctrine he had taught Them. They had not 


the Favour of Princes to countenance, nor the 


Sanction of Magiſtrates to authorize their Deſigns. 


All that they had from Them, and that they had 


in the greateſt Plenty, were Perſecutions and Pu- 
niſhments. Let us reflect, that the Goſpel Mo- 
tives are not altered from what they were 1700 


| Years ago. The Alteration is only in the Zeal of 


its Profeflors, who will not ſo much as contribute, 


to the Preaching of it abroad, the ſmall Share of 


their Plenty which is deſired of them, and which 
is neceſſary for the Support of Miſſionaries, now 
that extraordinary and miraculous Aſſiſtances are 
ceaſed. 


But, indeed, we have ciara the Light of 


Chriſtianity ſo long, that we ſeem to be grown 
quite weary of it. And what can we expect, but 
that we ſhould at laſt weary out the Patience of 
God himſclf, and provoke him, as he hath remo- 
ved the Light of the Goſpel from the Eaſtern 


Churches SAY, to remove it from us alſo, and. 
tranſ- 
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| tranſmit it to others, who may prove more worthy 
of it? 

We are now engaged in a War, for the Succeſ; 
of which we chiefly depend on Advantages to be 
obtained in America, But how can we expect that 
God will make us proſper there, unleſs we are de- 

ſirous to make Religion and Virtue proſper where- 

_ ever we come? Our Attempts of this Kind, ſmall 
as they are, mult afford us the beſt Foundation of 
Hope we have, that Providence will enlarge, or 
even preſerve to us, what we already poſleſs in chote 
Parts. 

Concerning ſome Charities, Perforia may oaks 
or at leaſt pretend to doubt, whether they are uſc- 

ful or not. But though Nominal Chriſtians may 
not think it worth while to be at the Expence to 
make more ſuch; yet no one, who is really a Chriſtian | 

can fail of defiring that others ſhould be like him. 
And therefore, ſince Objections cannot well be rai- 
ſed againſt the Thing itſelf, they are levelled againſt 
the Manner of doing it. 

Some good Perſons hinder themſelves from to- 
ing much Good in the World, becauſe all that 

they do muſt be done in their own Way. And 
many bad Perſons, whatever Way any Thing is 
done in, take Care to find Fault with that particu- 
lar Method, in order to frame an Excuſe, when 
indecd they are againſt every Method. As to the 
= former, if they will wait till all Men are of one 
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Mind, and that their own, it is eaſy to fee what 
good they are likely to do in Life. The only Way 
to do any at all is, to be always ready to aſſiſt in 
doing the moſt, which can be compaſſed in the 
preſent Circumſtances of Things, and Inclinations 
of Perſons. As to the latter, ſome Fault may be 
found with every Thing, and therefore they can 
never want the Excuſe, they are always ſearching 
after, for being uſeleſs and worthleſs. 


One of the Objections made againſt the Me- 
thods taken by this Society is, that vicious and un- 
qualified Men are commonly ſent out by them. 
But if Perſons would but enquire before they ob- 


ject, they would learn to diſtinguiſh between the 
Miſſionaries of the Society, and thoſe who are ſent 
by others, or go of their own Accord. The So— 
ciety never ſends out any, but of very good Moral 


Characters at leaſt; and conſtantly makes the ſtrict- 


eſt Enquiry into their Conduct afterwards, and al- 


ways removes them upon the firſt Complaint of 


any bad Behaviour. It were to be wiſhed perhaps, 
that Men better qualified in Point of Abilities could 
be ſent. And, therefore, it were to be wiſhed alſo, 
that thoſe Perſons who find this Fault, would con- 


tribute more largely towards the Removal of it, 


and enable the Society to make reaſonable Offers to 
ſuch Perſons, to induce them to leave their Native 


Country for this Service. We have not the {ame 


Authority over our Clergy, which the Church of 


Rome 
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Rome have over theirs. The Religious Orders fur- 
niſh them with endleſs Numbers to employ: and 


the Rules of thoſe Orders are ſuch, that they have 


only to fay to any one, Go, and he goeth where-ever 


they think fit. Our Clergy are at Liberty from 
ſuch Commands: and being likewiſe at Liberty to 


Marry, the Generality of them cannot on Account 
of their Families either fo readily go, or be ſo cheap- 


ly ſent. 


Another Advantage, which that Conmnniizn 
hath over us for this Work is, that they have 
Biſhops in America, both to Inſpect the Behaviour 
of their Clergy there, and Ordain proper Perfons to 
the Miniſtry ; by which Means the Expence and 
Difficulty of ſending them over from hence is in a 
great Meaſure avoided. And this Advantage to 
the Progreſs of Religion there, is not accom panied at 
all with that evil Conſequence of detaching the Peo- 
ple from their Dependency on their Mother Coun- 
try, which ſome Je Men of this World ng us 
are ſo groundleſly apprehenſive of. 

Nor do we come ſhort of the Romiſh Church in 
theſe Things only, but in another ſtill, which we 

envy them not. They can make Uſe of Force and 
Fraud to propagate Religion. We only attempt to 


convince Men by Reafon and Truth, and lead 
them by Perſuaſion and Friendlineſs. F or it is not 
the Name of Chriſtianity, which this Society con- 
tends for, but the T/ bing. Therefore we do not 


2 affect 
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affect to have pompons Accounts ut us, how ma- 
ny Adults were Chriſtened juſt as they were dying, 
or before they were made to undei ſtand what Chri- 
ſtianity is: But how many are made to believe and 
live as Chriſtians ought. The Goodneſs of our De- 
fign is all we have to boaſt of. In worldly Power 
and Wiſdom we acknowledge the Society at Roe: 
far to exceed Ours, and perhaps every other Socie- 


ty whatever in the whole World. It conſiſts of 


Perſons of the greateſt Influence, beſt Abj- 
lities, and longeſt Experience, Veterans in Bu- 


ſineſs and Politicks. All who have been Nuncio's 
or employed in Publick Affairs abroad, are at their 


Return Home, conſtituted Members of this Socze- 
ty. By which Means, a Correſpondence all over 


the World is conſtantly kept up; and all ſuch Mea- 


ſures are concerted, as may be moſt conducive to- 


wards effecting the Purpoſes they aim at. And 


ſuch are thoſe Purpoſes, that That Society is one of 


the principal Obſtacles to the Propagation of true 
Religion among Men. The Ramiſb Church in- 


ſtead of extirpating Heatheniſm, hath almoſt 
changed Chriſtianity itſelf into it. The Purity of 
our Faith was early oorrupted by Science falfly 6 
called.s This Kind of Knowledge in the darker 
Ages Rill increaſed, and Superſtition increaſed with 
it. And theſe united, and accommodated to the 
Purpoſes of a worldly and ambitious Spirit, brought 
3 „ n 
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in all thoſe Errors and Corruptions, which have 


done ſo great Diſhonour and N to the Chri- 
ſtian Name. 


But whatever They may od their Account in, 
let Us never teach any Thing for Chriſtianity, 


but what Chriſt and his Apoſtles have taught us. 


And then, we may be ſure our bleſſed Maſter a 
be with us always t, and while we truly each 


Him, he will faithfully aſſiſt Us. 


The Obſtacles, indeed, which lie in the Way 


to the Converſion of the Heathen, are many and 
great, much more and greater, than thoſe who have 


not throughly conſidered this Subject ſeem to ap- 
prehend. But the greater in Proportion ſhould be 


our Zeal to overcome them. If we cannot do all 
that we would, we are however obliged to do all 
that we can. And if we defer our Endeavours, 
till there be no Difficulties nor Diſcouragements in 
the Way of them, We may as well fairly at firſt 
ſay, we will defer them for ever. 
with a Certainty of loſing their own Lives, that 


It was almoſt 


the firſt Chriſtians attempted to fave the Souls of 


others. The Attempt now recommended, is cer- 
tainly attended with little Danger, and might be 
carried on with no very great Expence. And 
ſtrange it is, that ſo ſmall Contributions towards it, 
ſhould be made in ſo wealthy a Nation, and ſo 
ready to contribute very largely to [oe Support of 


| every | 
Matt, xxvili. 20, 
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every idle Amuſement, or even pernicious Diver- 
fon. 


The Certain Fund for this great Work is no more 


than 57/. 10s. a Year, The Annual Subſcriptions 
to it, amount but to little above 600 J. and 
Two Thirds of this Sum are ſubſcribed by the Cler- 
oy. All the reſt ariſes from Caſual Benefactions, 
which have this Year amounted to 2914/. They 


are all acknowledged with the greateſt Thankful- 
neſs. But there is One among them, which can- 


not be mentioned without the greateſt Concern 


too; as it was the laſt annual Gift of a moſt ex- 
cellent Lady® , an Ornament to her Sex and to Re- 


| ligion; who SERA living was a conſtant Benefa- 


Ereſs to every uſeful Deſign, and at her Death, a- 
mong other charitable Legacies, bequeathed 500/. 
to this Society. 


The whole Expence which the Society has 


been this Vear at, amounts to above 3 800 J. And 


many and vrefling are the Inſtances daily made to 


them, for ſending and maintaining more Miniſters, 


Catechiſts, and School-Maſters. But it is only in 


Their Power to increaſe the Number of Theſe, as 


the Benefactions for them ſhall increaſe: Of which 
our Proſpect cannot be great, while bad Men are 


ſo zealous in ridiculing and oppoſing all Attempts 
of this Kind; and thoſe who are comparatively 
V good 


be Lady Elizabeth Haſtings, who died December 22, The 


Legacy here mentioned, will be brought into the next Year's J 
Account. 
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good, as Religion and the World go, are ſo very 
indifferent and lukewarm, that they will ſatisfy 
themſelves with barely approving good Deſigns. 


and contribute Nothing but this cheap Approbati | 
on towards them. 


Though many Otjefions b have been ſought for, 


one I believe was never made againſt this Society, 


that any of the Money charitably given to it, was 
not faithfully expended. If there be any who 


want to be informed how the Money contributed 


is laid out, there is an Annual Account publiſhed 


on Purpoſe to inform them. And there hath been 
a0 a General Account of this Deſign, publiſhed 
by the late Secretary w, which I wiſh were more 


read, that it might be better known, how great 


the Care, and how ſtrict the Enquiries of the 
Society are. 


Yet notwithſtanding this, the Wc it muſt be 


owned may ſeem but ſmall. But to eſtimate it 
rightly, we ought to conſider, how much worſe 
than it is, the State of our Colonies, as well as the 
neighbouring Iadiaus, muſt have been with re- 
ſpect to Religion, had not the Light of it been in 
this Manner held forth to them. And farther, 
what St. Paul faith of the Liberality of the Corin- 
thians, ought to be ſaid alſo of the Labours of this 


So- 
0 Viftorical Account of the Pains of the Incorporated 


Society for the Propagation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts. 
By David Humphreys D. D. Secretary to the Society. 
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Society, Your Seal hath provoked very many x. It 
hath incited Other Proteſtant Countries to attempt 
the ſame in the Eaſt, which we are doing in the 
Weſt. And Another Religious Society y in this Na- 
tion, not content with Endeavours to Promote Chri- 
tian Knowledge at Home, has extended them to 


the 


x 2 Cor. ix. 2. 
Y The Society for Promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, in the 
Fear 1710. undertook the Management of ſuch Charities, as 


ſhould be given for the Support and Enlargement of the Pro- 
teſtant Miſhon, maintained at 7 ranguebar by the King of Den- 


mark, In the Year 1728, upon a Propoſal made, that Mr. 


Schutze, one of the Daniſb Miſſionaries, would remove to Fort 

St. George, and there begin a new Miſſion for the Converſion of 
the Heathen at Madras, "the Society engaged for the Support of 

it. Which Expence has been ſince increaſed by the Addition of 

Two Miiſſionaries there, and will be ſtill more by the ſettling 
another Miſhon at Cudulore near Fort St, David. 


The above-mentioned Society hath procured an Edition of 
above 10000 New Teſtaments, 6000 Pfalters, and 5000 Cate- 


chetical Inſtructions, with an Abridgment of the Hiſtory of the 
Bible annexed, in order to be ſent to the Gree+ Churches in Pa- 
leſtine, Syria, Meſopotamia, Arabia, and Egypt. A great Num- 

ber of which have been already conveyed into thoſe Parts, where, 
by means of their own Poverty, and upon Account of the 
Turks, whoſe Government they are under, not allowing the 


Uſe of Printing, the ſacred Writings both of the Old and New 
Teſtament were almoſt wholly loſt. 


Beſides what this Society hath done in the Eaft, the ſame 


Society, hearing the melancholy Account of the Sufferings of the 


_ perſecuted Proteſtants at Saltzburg, not only made many large 


Remittances thither for their Relief, but ſent over, at a great Ex- 


oy pence, three Tranſports of more than 150 of theſe Prote/tant 
Emgrants to the Engliſh Colony in Georgia, who with Two 
Miſfronartes and a School-Maſter are ſettled by themſelves at Ele- 


nezer, where Lands are aſſigned to them by the T ruftees for 


eſtabliſhing the ſaid Colony, and where the Miffimaries and 


School-Maſter are now maintained by the aforeſaid Society. 
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the preſerving and ſpreading it abroad, by ſending 


Copies of the New Teſtament into thoſe Parts of 
the Eaſt, where the Goſpel is already profeſſed, but 
the Writings of it were almoſt wholly loſt: and by 
giving conſtant Encouragement and Support to the 


Proteſtant Miſſionaries ſent from other Countries, 


whoare gone to publiſh it in thoſe Parts, where it was 
not before known; and alſo by maintaining Two 
Miſſions entirely at their own Expence. And fo. 
by theſe Our joint Endeavours, in theſe Different 


Parts of the World, may we hope, that They ſhall 
fear the name of the Lord from the W ſt, and Þ1s glow 
ry from the Riſing of the Sun ?. 


Upon the whole then, there is no Raabe for 
diſcontinuing or leſſening, but rather for increaſing 
our Endeavours. With Regard to ourſelves, our 
labour will never be in vain in the Lorda: And 
with Regard to others, tho little Fruit may appear 


at preſent from the Seed ſown, Who knows what 


Harveſts may ariſe in Time? The Prophecies rela- 
ting to the Coming of the Gentiles, That God will 


give his Son the heathen for his inheritance, and the 


utmoſt parts of the earth for his poſſeſſion b, have, it is 


certain, not been. yet fulfilled, If hey had, the 
' Deſign of this Society were at an End. But as cer- | 
tain it is, that they will be fulfilled. Let us be- 
come lefiromeiits then in their Accompliſhment, 
It 1 18 the moſt honourable Employment, which the 


greateſt 
> Thi ln. 19. * 1 Cor. xv. 59: * Phlmii, 8. 
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3 Perfns can engage in: for it is to have the 
Honour of being Fellou-Wor gers with God e. Let 
us reflect, that from the Converſion of a few now, 
whole Kingdoms and Countries may in future Ages 
become the Kingdoms of Cbriſt d. The particular 
times and ſeaſons we know not, which God hath reſer- 
ved in his own power ©, But this we know, that till 
we ſee the Completion of theſe Prophecies, Our 
Duty is ſtill to endeavour it. 

There is another Prophecy, which the World is 
careful enough to fulfil, That in the laſt days, men 
ſhall be lovers of their own ſelves, covetous, proud, 


blaſphemers, unthankful, unholy, deſpiſers of thoſe that 


are good, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleaſure more 
than lovers of God', But notwithſtanding this, 


5 by the Piety and Charity of a few worthy Perſons, 


and the Blefling of God upon their Endeavours, a 


great deal of Good hath been effected in a very little 
Time. If we look back and conſider, that within 
leſs then 40 Years, 2. e. ſince the Incorporating of 
this Soctetys, ſuch promiſing Advances have been 


already made, We may look forward with 


Hopes, that a great deal more ſhall in Time be 
brought to paſs. Were we, indeed, only to think, 


how much remains ſtill to be done: and to conſi- 


der nothing but our own Strength for the doing of 
it, this might well make us deſpond : But when 


© 2 Cor. Vi, t. Rev. Ki. 15. Acts i. f 2 Tim. iii. 4. 


The Charter was granted Zune 16, 6 inthe 335 of - : 


King William II. 


32 IS ERMOx before the Society, &c. 85 


6 


we look to the powerful Aſſiſtance of Him, by whon: 

wwe can do all things, aud ho vill be with us aluays ever 
unto the end of the world", Then we may truſt, that 
ice God woill bleſs us, all the Ends of the World ſhall 
fear Him', And may God accordingly be mercifu! 
unto us, and bleſs us, and ſhew us the hight of hi: 
countenance, and be merciful unto us, that His way 
may be known upon Earth, His ſaving health among 

all Nations, 


bh Matt, xxviii. 20. Pſalm Ixvii. 1, 2,7. 
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